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Book Browsing

With the abundance of books available to young readers, it is often difficult for them to select books that best meet their needs, whether that need is to find a book to answer content related questions, fulfill classroom requirements, or be read for pleasure. When students browse for books it is certain that they do give thought to the process. What is less certain is whether they recognize the process they engage in and whether they know how such things as peer recommendations, book discussions, and the book's physical attributes contribute to and affect their book selection decisions. In providing students with strategies for book browsing and giving them the opportunity to do so, teachers not only help students to understand themselves as readers, they also arm students with the tools to make more informed reading selections.

Strategies for Book Browsing

Helping students to become aware of how they make their book selections and introducing them to some strategies for browsing books can help to support their selection process. Think about your own selection process. Bring in a few books that you have selected to read as well as a few that you opted not to read. Talk about and model what you did when you were book browsing. Share your reasons for choosing one book but putting aside another. A few things to think about:

· When you picked up a book, what attracted you to it? Cover? Length? Author? Title? 

· When you opened it, what did you do? Did you fan through the pages to see if anything caught your eye? Did you look for a table of contents or index? Did you try to read a page or two to see if you were comfortable with the text? 

· Did you have a particular purpose in mind when you were looking for books? Were you looking for specific information? Looking for a book to read for pleasure? Looking for books by a familiar author?

Once you have introduced students to your own book browsing process, you might want to focus on individual pieces of your process, perhaps by doing mini-lessons where warranted. Match book-browsing strategies to purpose. If, for example, students are book browsing to find resources most useful for a specific topic or research need, begin with a mini-lesson about indices or the table of contents.

Here are a few more strategies for book browsing.

· Ask students to get the 'feel' of a book by touching it, looking through it. Does it match their reading mood or reading needs? 

· Have students look at the vocabulary in the book. Can they read and understand the text?
Direct students to focus on the book's visuals. Do they like the illustrations? Do they find the photographs fascinating? Do the tables provide the information they are seeking? 

· Allow students time to browse. Encourage them to look more closely at books that capture their interest. Have them read a few pages. 

· Show students where to locate information such as the author's bio, the title page, or reviews.

· Show students how to compare texts by looking at the information in different books on the same topic? Is the information the same? Are the formats and styles different or the same? Which books would they prefer to read?

Benefits of Book Browsing

Modeling and sharing book-browsing strategies reaps many benefits, particularly when students are regularly given the opportunity to browse and select their own books. The following are just a few of those benefits.

· Self-selection of books is a positive step toward the production of lifetime readers. 

· Self-selecting books give students ownership of the books they read. 

· Students are more motivated to read when they select their own books. 

· Book browsing provides students with additional opportunities to read, study, and evaluate texts. 

· Students are more engaged with their own book selections, which translates to improved reading processes. 

· The interest in a book that generates its selection frequently enables students to read books that have been determined to go beyond the student's readability level. 

· Teachers can observe students' habits during book browsing and can also note their selections. This better enables teachers to capitalize on students' interests for other classroom activities and helps in the selection of books for the classroom library. 

· Students utilize and reinforce their knowledge and understanding of text features and text structures. 

· Students are introduced to and explore a variety of texts that are selected with different reading purposes in mind. 

· Students build a better sense of themselves as readers and increase their understanding of their reading likes and dislikes. 

Student Self-selection

Researchers seek clues as to how knowledge of students’ independent reading choices, and their selection strategies, might be utilized within the classroom to impact literacy learning.  The intent is, generally, to identify what students read when they are given freedom of choice and to identify the selection strategies that students use in these self-selections of texts. This information is especially important for educators who might capitalize on student interests and strategies by incorporating them into their teaching curriculum with the possible result of improved literacy learning and reading success.

· Most students have clear preferences, not only in the types of books that they like to read  but also in the way that those books are selected.

· Researchers Reutzel and Gali (1998) went so far as to suggest that all students follow a very similar pattern in making their book selections. That pattern is---pull the book, read the title, look at the cover, open the book, flip through the pages, look at the illustrations, look at the pages inside, make judgment to select or reject the book

Students’ book selections are influenced by social interactions.

· The relationship between students and teachers and/or librarians, where modeling and recommendations may inspire students to select a particular read

· The influencing social interaction often takes place between and among students in the form of peer recommendations or informal book discussions

Actual physical attributes of the book are given careful consideration during the selection process and that these attributes may be the determining factor for its rejection or selection.

· Physical attributes are judged by a type of individual student “value system”

· Students are also influenced by the titles, covers, back of book summaries and illustrations.

Why should you incorporate opportunities for students to self-select their books?

· Students have more motivation to read when the books are of their own choosing rather than books that were assigned to them to read.

· Students are more engaged with their own book selections.

· Interest in a book that generates its selection frequently enables students to read books that might have been determined to be beyond the students’ readability level.

· Self- selection of books by students is a positive step toward the production of life-time readers.

====================================

What criteria are helpful in selecting and evaluating science-related trade books?

All books are not created equal. As you browse, it may be helpful to think about some of the following criteria in evaluating and selecting books:

Content
· Does the book contain accurate information?

· Is the information up-to-date?
· Does the book have a different take or perspective on a topic?
· Is the book stereotypical or biased?

· Is the book inclusive or exclusive?

· Who are portrayed in the book, and how are they portrayed?
· Is there a quality of content…a “So What?” thinking?

· Are there multiple perspectives?

· Does the book make you see things in a new way?

· Does the book address the depth and breadth of the topic?

· What do you know about the author and the research that went into writing the book?

Writing

· Is the book well written?

· Does the author successfully utilize literary devices?

· Is the book cohesive?

Design

· Is the book attractive?

· Does it have an interesting format?

· Does it have an intriguing design?

· Is the layout reader friendly? 
· Are the illustrations or photographs inviting?

· Do the illustrations or photographs make you wonder or ask questions?
· Is there a match in terms of the integrity of text and illustrations?
Engagement
· Does the book have kid appeal?
· Are you motivated to read the book?
********************

Sharing Strategies

Consider the following strategies for sharing new and recommended books with your students.

· Book talks

· Book exchanges

· Featured book board

· Book of the day

· Timed reading discovery

· Author corner

· Student reviews

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊

What resources are available to help identify science-related trade books?

There are a wide variety of print and electronic resources available to help you become familiar with science-related children's literature.  The following resources are recommended to help you get started with your exploration.

Search It! Science

This database of over 4,200 award winning and recommended science related trade books will introduce you to the breadth and depth of literature available.  Subscription information and a demonstration is available at http://searchit.heinemann.com .

The Elementary Science Integration Projects

ESIP’s website provides trade book basics, tips on selection and evaluation, lists of recommended science trade books, websites to support and extend books, instructional strategies for using science trade books, and more at http://esiponline.org .

Science/Information Book Awards

· Outstanding Science Trade books for Children," selected by a joint panel of the National Science Teacher's Association and the Children's Book Council.  Published yearly in the March issue of Science and Children. Website: http://www.nsta.org/ostbc 

· Orbis Pictus Award for Outstanding Nonfiction Children's Books, selected by a committee of the National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE)
Website: http://www.ncte.org/about/awards/sect/elem/106877.htm
· Robert F. Sibert Information Book Award, selected by a committee of the American Library Association (ALA). Website: http://www.ala.org/Template.cfm?Section=bookmediaawards&template=/ContentManagement/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=53481
· Science Books & Films Best Books for Children Website: 


http://www.sbfonline.com/bestlists.htm 

Other Notable Book Awards
· Blue Ribbon Award-The Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books 
http://alexia.lis.uiuc.edu/puboff/bccb/blueindex.html
· Boston Globe-Horn Book Award 
http://www.hbook.com/bghb2000s.shtml 

· Caldecott Medal and Honor Books -ALA/ALSC  
http://www.ala.org/alsc/caldecott.html
· Children's Choices-IRA/CBC http://www.reading.org/resources/tools/choices_childrens.html

· Golden Kite Award-Society of Children's Book Writers and Illustrators
http://www.scbwi.org/awards.htm
· Horn Book-Fanfare Honor Books 
http://www.hbook.com/fanfare05.shtml

· Newbery Medal and Honor Books-ALA/ALSC http://www.ala.org/alsc/newbery.html
· Notable Children's Books-ALA/ALSC http://www.ala.org/alsc/nbook03.html
· Notable Social Studies Trade Books-NCSS/CBC http://www.socialstudies.org/resources/notable/
· School Library Journal-Best Books http://www.schoollibraryjournal.com/article/CA339559?display=searchResults&stt=001&text=best+books+2003
· Teachers' Choices-IRA http://www.reading.org/resources/tools/choices_teachers.html
Review Journals
· School Library Journal of the American Library Association. A monthly review of children's literature. http://www.schoollibraryjournal.com/
· Science Books and Films. A guide to science resources, published bimonthly by the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS). www.sbfonline.com  

· Horn Book. A bimonthly review of children's literature. Boston, MA Telephone: 800-325-1170  www.hbook.com 

· Booklist Magazine. Twenty issues per year published by the American Library Association. www.ala.org/booklist 

Other related website resources

Carol Hurst's Children's Literature Website: www.carolhurst.com 

Children's Literature Web Guide Website: www.acs.ucalgary.ca/~dkbrown/ 

Kay Vandergrift's Special Interest Page Website: http://scils.rutgers.edu/~kvander/
Kathy Schrock's Guide for Educators Website: http://school.discovery.com/schrockguide/ 

Authors

The following list of authors is well-respected and has produced an extensive body of science-related literature. This is a beginning list and we hope that you will continue to explore and build collections of books by excellent science authors.

Jim Arnosky http://jimarnosky.com
Jean Craighead George http://www.jeancraigheadgeorge.com
Gail Gibbons http://www.gailgibbons.com
Ellen Jackson http://www.ellenjackson.net/
Patricia Lauber (website not available)
Dorothy Hinshaw Patent http://www.dorothyhinshawpatent.com
Laurence Pringle http://www.author-illustr-source.com/laurencepringle.htm
April Pulley Sayre http://www.aprilsayre.com/
Seymour Simon http://www.seymoursimon.com 

Jane Yolen http://www.janeyolen.com/ 

If you are looking to build a student-friendly classroom library, the following bibliographies of books about the scientific process and scientists and their work should prove helpful.

Modeling Inquiry:  Books about Scientists and Their Work

Arnold, Caroline. Hawk Highway in the Sky: Watching Raptor Migration. New York: Harcourt Brace & Company, 1997.

Arnosky, Jim. Field Trips: Bug Hunting, Animal Tracking, Bird-Watching, and Shore Walking with Jim Arnosky. New York: HarperCollins Publishers, 2002.

---. Secrets of a Wildlife Watcher. New York: Lothrop, Lee & Shepard books, 1983.

Bahr, Mary. My Brother Loved Snowflakes. Honesdale: Boyds Mill Press, Inc., 2002.

Batten, Mary. Anthropologist: Scientist of the People. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2001.

Bishop, Nic. Digging for Bird-Dinosaurs: An Expedition to Madagascar. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2000.

Cerullo, Mary. Ocean Detective: Solving the Mysteries of the Sea. Austin: Raintree Steck-Vaughn Publishers, 2000.

Cone, Molly. Come Back, Salmon!: How a Group of Dedicated Kids Adopted Pigeon Creek and Brought It Back to Life. San Francisco: Sierra Club Books for Children, 1992.

Conlan, Kathy. Under the Ice. Toronto: Kids Can Press, 2002.

Darling, Kathy. Elephant Hospital (the). Brookfield: Millbrook Press, 2002.

Dewey, Jennifer Owings. Wildlife Rescue: The Work of Dr. Kathleen Ramsay. Honesdale: Boyds Mills Press, Inc., 1994.

Dingus, Lowell, and Mark A. Norell. Searching for Velociraptor. New York: HarperCollins Children's Books, 1996.

Dudzinski, Kathleen. Meeting Dolphins: My Adventures in the Sea. Washington, D.C.: National Geographic Society, 2000.

Fridell, Ron. The Search for Poison-Dart Frogs. New York: Franklin Watts, 2001.

Goodman, Susan E. Stones, Bones, and Petroglyphs: Digging into Southwest Archaeology. New York: Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 1998.

---. Ultimate Field Trip 3. New York: Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 1999.

Jackson, Donna M. The Bone Detectives: How Forensic Anthropologists Solve Crimes. New York: Little, Brown and Company, 1996.

---The Bug Scientists. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2002.

Jackson, Ellen.  Looking for Life in the Universe: The Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2002.

Johnson, Sylvia A. Raptor Rescue! An Eagle Flies Free. New York: Dutton Children's Books, 1995.

Kessler, Cristina. All the King's Animals: The Return of Endangered Wildlife to Swaziland. Honesdale: Boyds Mill Press, Inc., 1995.

Kramer, Stephen. Hidden Worlds: Looking through a Scientist's Microscope. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2001.

Kress, Stephen. Project Puffin: How We Brought Puffins Back to Egg Rock. Gardiner: Tilbury House, Publishers, 1997.

Lasky, Kathryn. Interrupted Journey: Saving Endangered Sea Turtles. Cambridge: Candlewick Press, 2001.

---. Most Beautiful Roof in the World (the). New York: Harcourt Brace & Company, 1997.

Lehn, Barbara. What Is a Scientist? Brookfield: The Millbrook Press, Inc., 1998.

Mallory, Kenneth. Swimming with Hammerhead Sharks. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2001.

Martin, Jacqueline Briggs. Snowflake Bentley. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1998.

Montgomery, Sy. The Snake Scientist. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1999.

---The Tarantula Scientist. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2004.

Osborn, Elinor. Project Ultra Swan. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2002.

Patent, Dorothy Hinshaw. Saving the Prairie Bandit. New York: Franklin Watts, 2001.

Poncet, Sally. Antarctic Encounter: Destination South Georgia. New York: Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, 1995.

Pringle, Laurence. Elephant Woman: Cynthia Moss Explores the World of Elephants. New York: Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 1997.

Relf, Pat. A Dinosaur Named Sue: The Story of the Colossal Fossil: The World's Most Complete T. Rex. New York: Scholastic Inc., 2000.

Ross, Michael Elsohn. Pond Watching with Ann Morgan. Minneapolis: Carolrhoda Books, Inc., 2000.

---. Wildlife Watching with Charles Eastman. Minneapolis: Carolrhoda Books, Inc., 1997.

Sayre, April Pulley. Put on Some Antlers and Walk Like a Moose: How Scientists Find, Follow, and Study Wild Animals. New York: Henry Holt and Company, Inc., 1997.

---. Secrets of Sound: Studying the Calls and Songs of Whales, Elephants, and Birds. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2002.

Schlein, Miriam. The Puzzle of the Dinosaur-Bird: The Story of Archaeopteryx. New York: Dial Books for Young Readers, 1996.

Sneed B. Collard, III. A Firefly Biologist at Work. A Wildlife Conservation Society Book. New York: Franklin Watts, 2001.

---. A Whale Biologist at Work. New York: Franklin Watts, 2000.

Steger, Will, and Jon Bowermaster. Over the Top of the World: Explorer Will Steger's Trek across the Arctic. New York: Scholastic Press, 1997.

Swinburne, Stephen R. Once a Wolf: How Wildlife Biologists Fought to Bring Back the Gray Wolf. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1999.

---The Woods Scientist. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2002.

Walker, Sally M. Fossil Fish Found Alive: Discovering the Coelacanth. Minneapolis: Carolrhoda Books, Inc., 2002.

Webb, Sophie. My Season with Penguins: An Antarctic Journal. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2000.

Wright-Frierson, Virginia. A Desert Scrapbook: Dawn to Dusk in the Sonoran Desert. New York: Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, 1996.

---. An Island Scrapbook: Dawn to Dusk on a Barrier Island. New York: Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, 1998.



Modeling Inquiry:  Books about Scientific Processes

Allen, Marjorie N., and Shelley Rotner. Changes. New York: Macmillan Publishing Company, 1991.

Arnosky, Jim. Field Trips: Bug Hunting, Animal Tracking, Bird-Watching, and Shore Walking with Jim Arnosky. New York: HarperCollins Publishers, 2002.

---Following the Coast. New York: HarperCollins Publishers, 2004.

---. Secrets of a Wildlife Watcher. New York: Lothrop, Lee & Shepard Books, 1983.

---. Sketching Outdoors in Autumn. New York: Lothrop, Lee & Shepard Books, 1988.

---. Sketching Outdoors in Spring. New York: Lothrop, Lee & Shepard Books, 1987.

---. Sketching Outdoors in Summer. New York: Lothrop, Lee & Shepard Books, 1988.

---. Sketching Outdoors in Winter. New York: Lothrop, Lee & Shepard Books, 1988.

Cole, Henry. I Took a Walk. New York: William Morrow & Company, Inc., 1998.

---On the Way to the Beach.  New York: Greenwillow, 2003.

Dewey, Jennifer Owings. Antarctic Journal: Four Months at the Bottom of the World. New York: HarperCollins Publishers, 2001.

Esbensen, Barbara Juster. Echoes for the Eye: Poems to Celebrate Patterns in Nature. New York: HarperCollins Publishers, 1996.

Goodman, Susan E. Nature Did It First! Brookfield: The Millbrook Press, Inc., 2003.

Hoban, Tana. Look Book. New York: Greenwillow Books, 1997.

Hoberman, Mary Ann. Right Outside My Window. New York: Mondo Publishing, 2002.

Lehn, Barbara. What Is a Scientist? Brookfield: The Millbrook Press, 1998.

Loy, Jessica.  Follow the Trail: A Young Person's Guide to the Great Outdoors. New York: Henry Holt and Company, Inc., 2003.

Rotner, Shelley, and Ken Kreisler. Nature Spy. New York: Macmillan Publishing Company, 1992.

Rotner, Shelley, and Richard Olivo. Close, Closer, Closest. New York: Atheneum, 1997.

Sayre, April Pulley. Put on Some Antlers and Walk Like a Moose: How Scientists Find, Follow, and Study Wild Animals. New York: Henry Holt and Company, Inc., 1997.

Schaefer, Lola M. What's up, What's Down? New York: HarperCollins Publishers, 2002.

Selsam, Millicent. How to Be a Nature Detective. New York: HarperCollins Publishers, 1995.

Showers, Paul. (the) Listening Walk. New York: HarperCollins Publishers, 1991.

Swanson, Diane.  Turn It Loose: The Scientist in Absolutely Everybody.  Toronto: Annick Press, 2004.

Swinburne, Stephen R. Lots and Lots of Zebra Stripes. Honesdale: Boyds Mills Press, 1998.

Webb, Sophie. My Season with Penguins. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2000.

---Looking for Seabirds: Journal from an Alaskan Voyage. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2004.

Wexler, Jerome. Everyday Mysteries. New York: Penguin Books USA Inc., 1995.

Wright-Frierson, Virginia. (a) Desert Scrapbook: Dawn to Dusk in the Sonoran Desert. New York: Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, 1996.

---. (an) Island Scrapbook: Dawn to Dusk on a Barrier Island. New York: Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, 1998.

---. (a) North American Rain Forest Scrapbook. New York: Walker and Company, 1999.



Frog Text Set
Burns, Diane L.  Frogs, Toads and Turtles.  Minnetonka: NorthWord Press, 1997.

Cassie, Brian.  National Audubon Society First Field Guide: Amphibians. New York: Scholastic, 1999.

Dennard, Deborah.  Bullfrog at Magnolia Circle.  Norwalk: Soundprints, 2002.

Dewey, Jennifer Owings.  Poison Dart Frogs. Honesdale: Boyds Mills Press, 2001.

Florian, Douglas.  Lizards, Frogs, and Polliwogs. New York: Harcourt, 2001.

Glaser, Linda. Fabulous Frogs. Brookfield: Millbrook Press, 1999.

Hawes, Judy. Why Frogs are Wet. New York: Scholastic, 2001.

Hickman, Pamela and Heather Colllins.  (a) New Frog: My First Look at the Life Cycle of an Amphibian.  Buffalo: Kids Can Press, Ltd., 1999.
Himmelman, John.  Frog in a Bog.  Watertown: Charlesbridge Publishing, 2004.

Lavies, Bianca. Lily Pad Pond. New York: Penguin, 1993.

Llewellyn, Claire.  Starting Life: Frog. Chanhassen: NorthWord Press, 2003.

Parker, Nancy Winslow and Joan Richards Wright.  Frogs, Toads, Lizards, and Salamanders. New York: Greenwillow, 1996.

Patent, Dorothy Hinshaw.  Flashy Fantastic Rain Forest Frogs. New York: Walker & Co., 1997.

Pfeffer, Wendy.  From Tadpole to Frog. New York: HarperCollins, 1994.

Porte, Barbara Ann.  Tale of a Tadpole. New York: Orchard Books, 1997.

Sill, Cathryn.  About Amphibians: A Guide for Children. Atlanta: Peachtree Publishers, 2001.

Starosta, Paul.  (the) Frog: Natural Acrobat.  Watertown: Charlesbridge Publishing, 1996.

Winer, Yvonne.  Frogs Sing Songs. Watertown: Charlesbridge Publishing, 2002.

